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1. INTRODUCTION

Thisyearthe CSA ComputerShogiChampionshiwasalreadyheldfor the 10thtime. Therewereno special
celebrationswhich was a little surprising,sincethe CSA tournamentascomea long way sincethe first
tournamenin 1990. For onething, in 1990therewereonly six programscompeting,while this yearthere
were45 participants.With an early entry countof 60 it washopedthatthe magicnumberof 50 participating
programswould bereachedhut in the endthereweretoo mary programsthatcould not be finishedin time.
Still, therewerefive more programsthanlastyear so the steadyincreasecontinues. It was surprisingthat
MORITA SHOGI washot amongthe entries. MORITA SHOGI had participatedin all of the previous CSA
tournamentsyinning the secondournamentn 1991andendingin secondr third placeseveraltimes.A bad
resultlastyearwasfollowed by a busy yearwithout time to improve the program. Morita thereforedecided
notto enter but promisedo be backnext yeat

This yearthetournamentvasheldover threedaysfor thefirst time. Thefirst daywasfor thefirst preliminary
stageof sevenroundsof accelerate@wissfrom which eight programswould adwvanceto the secondprelim-
inary stageon the secondday. The secondpreliminarywasa nine roundaccelerate@®wisstournamenivith
the top five programsqualifying for the final day. On the final day the threebestprogramsfrom last year
(KANAZAWA SHOGI, Y SS and SHOTEST) andthe five programsthat qualified from the secondpreliminary
stagewould play a roundrobin tournamento decidethewinner of thetournament.

Like in the previous years,the final day was opento the public and commentson the gameswere given
by professionakhogiplayers. This yearthe commentswere by Katsumata(5-dan)and Kitahama(6-dan).
Katsumatads very interestedn computershogiandis atthe CSAtournamentlmostevery yeatr evenwhenhe
wasstill anapprenticgorofessionain the shoreikai *. Kitahamawastherefor thefirst time andadmittedthat
he hadno ideawhatwasgoingin computershogiandthathe would take the opportunityto learnmoreabout
thestrengthsandweaknessesf the programs.

Thenumberof non-Japanesentrieshadnotincreasedver lastyear Unfortunately(like lastyear)Don Beal

andMartin Smith hadto withdraw a coupleof weeksbeforethe tournamentso the foreign programswere

SHOTEST by Jef Rollason(England),KCC (North Korea),SHockY by Pauli Misikangas(Finland)andmy

programSPEAR. Basedon the resultsin the pasttwo years(two consecutie third placefinishes),Jef’s

SHOTEST wasexpectedo do very well andin my opinionwasevenadarkhorsefor winning thetournament.
The KCC teamalsoseemedrery confidentat the startof thetournament.

2. THE FIRST PRELIMINARY STAGE

Thefirst preliminary stagewas playedwith 26 programsof very differentlevels. First yearentrieswith all
kinds of problemswere playing strongprogramsthat had beentunedandtestedfor a long time. Still, this

*email: grimbeg@etl.go.jp

1Theshoreikai is a kind of shogischoolthatall playerswho wantto becomea professionashogiplayerhave to enter Age limits are
very strict anda choicefor a careerasa professionaplayerhasto be madeat a very youngage. Most playersenterwhenthey areabout
12yearsold. It is impossibleunderthe currentsystenmto enterthe Shoreikaiwhena playeris olderthan20.
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No | ProgramName 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Pt | SOS| SB
*1 | RYU NO TAMAGO 11+ | 21+ | 4+ | 2+ | 15+ | 3+ | 7+ | 7.0| 31.0| 31.0
*2 | 1SOBE SHOGI 24+ | 11+ | 6+ 1- 5+ | 9+ | 4+ | 6.0| 31.0 | 24.0
*3 | SPEAR 23+ | 17+ | 20+ | 5+ | 7+ 1- 8+ | 6.0| 265 195
*4 | SHOCKY 3 8+ | 16+ | 1- | 10+ | 9+ | 15+| 2- | 50| 31.5| 185
*5 | OJIRO 12+ | 20+ | 17+ | 3- 2- 8+ | 15+ | 5.0 | 28.5| 16.5
*6 | GEKISASHI 26+ | 9+ 2- | 20+ | 8- | 16+ | 10+ | 5.0| 23.0| 13.0
*7 | YAMADA SHOGI 19+ | 18+ | 11+ | 15=| 3- | 13+ | 1- | 45| 30.5| 14.0
*8 | SAKASHITA SHOGI 4- | 25+ | 19+ | 18+ | 6+ 5- 3- |4.0| 28.0| 12.0
9 | SUZU NO NE 25+ | 6- | 18+ | 17+ | 4- 2- | 16+ | 4.0| 26.0| 10.0
10 | KIRAKU 16+ | 23+ | 15- | 4- | 13+ | 12+ | 6- | 4.0| 255 | 12.0
11 | TACOS 1- 2- 7- | 23+ | 22+ | 20+ | 17+ | 4.0 | 25.5| 8.0
12 | UJIIE SHOGI 5- | 15- | 21+ | 24+ | 19+ | 10- | 18+ | 4.0| 21.5| 9.0
13 | SEXY Al CHAN 20- | 26+ | 23+ | 14+ | 10- | 7- | 21+ 40| 175| 7.0
14 | FUKU SHOGI 18- | 24+ | 25+ | 13- | 16- | 19+ | 23+ | 4.0| 16.0| 6.0
15 | SUzZUKI SHOGI 22+ | 12+ | 10+ = 1- 4- 5- | 35| 315 10.0
16 | DNA SHoalI 10- | 4- | 22+ | 21+ | 14+ | 6- 9- 1 3.0] 26.0| 8.0
17 | TSUBAKIHARA SHOGI | 21+ | 3- 5- 9- | 24+ | 22+ | 11- | 3.0| 24.0| 5.0
18 | YOKOYAMA SHOGI 14+ | 7- 9- 8- | 20+ | 24+ | 12- | 3.0| 235| 7.0
19 | PiIECE CAPTOR 7- | 22+ | 8- | 26+ | 12- | 14- | 25+ | 3.0| 195 3.0
20 | SHUTO SHoGI 13+ | 5- 3- 6- | 18- | 11- | 26+ | 2.0| 27.0| 4.0
21 | NAGAYOSHI SHOGI 17-| 1- | 12- | 16- | 25+ | 26+ | 13- | 20| 22.0| 1.0
22 | SHOGI MOBA 15- | 19- | 16- | 26+ | 11- | 17- | 24+ | 2.0| 185 | 2.0
23 | HELLO BABA SHOGI 3- | 10- | 13- | 11- | 26+ | 25- | 14- | 1.0| 23.0| 0.0
24 | Aol 2- | 14- | 26+ | 12- | 17-| 18- | 22- | 1.0| 22.0| 0.0
25 | KikucHI 1400 9- 8- | 14- | 22- | 21- | 23+| 19- | 1.0| 20.0| 1.0
26 | U10 VER.2 6- | 13-| 24-| 19- | 23-| 21- | 20- | 0.0| 18.0| 0.0

Table 1: Resultsof the First QualificationRound.
* RYU NO TAMAGO, |SOBE SHOGI, SPEAR, SHOCKY 3, OJIRO, GEKISASHI, YAMADA SHOGI and
SAKASHITA SHoGI qualify for the secondyualificationround.

stagewasdominatedby a programthatenteredor thefirst time. Ryu NO TAMAGO (Dragon’s egg) won all
its gamesmostof themin superiorstyle. In the sixth roundit completelydestrgeed my programSPEAR,
which wasundefeatedht that point aswell. Ever sincetherehave beentwo qualificationroundsin the CSA
tournamenttherehasbeena programthat advancedto thefinal from the bottomclass. This yearit seemed
thatRYu NO TAMAGO wasthe primecandidate.

Secondplacewith six wins andonelosswassharedetween SOBE SHOGI andSPEAR. | SOBE SHOGI was
a secondyearentry, notdoingwell atall lastyear A yearof work vastlyimprovedthe programandit easily
qualifiedfor the next stagethis year My programSPEAR did alittle bit betterthanexpected.Becausef all
kindsof otherobligations| hadnotbeenableto work onthe programasmuchasl wanted.Testresultsbefore
the tournamentvere not so good andthe newv programdid not even have sucha goodwinning percentage
againstlast year’s version. Therefore,| was happy to qualify so easily after coming very closelast year
SHOCKY, thesecondoreignentryin actionon thefirst day alsoqualifiedwith five wins andtwo losses Pauli
actuallylookedabit disappointedasSHock Y hadchancedo win boththe gamest lost.

OJIRO, GEKISASHI, YAMADA SHOGI andSAKASHITA SHOGI werethe otherprogramshatqualifiedfor the
next stage.l washapypy that SAKASHITA SHOGI wentthroughdespitelosingto SPEAR in thefinal round.
Lastyear| blocked SHOcKY's pathto the next round,and| know how disappointingit is to barely miss
qualification. Toughluck this yearfor TACOS, the programof the studentsof ShizuokaUniversity. They
werepairedagainstRyu NO TAMAGO, ISOBE SHOGI and YAMADA SHOGI in thefirst threerounds. They
lostthesethreegameswon theremainingfour but cameup just shortof qualification.
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No | ProgramName 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 | Pt | SOS| SB
*1 | ISSHOGI 17+ | 7+ | 16+ | 2+ | 3+ | 4+ | 9+ 8- 6+ | 8.0| 495 | 445
*2 | KAWABATA SHOGI 19+ | 6+ | 13+ | 1- 4- | 10+ | 16+ | 3+ | 7+ | 7.0| 49.0 | 34.0
*3 | KFEND 22+ | 18+ | 15+ | 13+ | 1- 6+ | 4+ 2- | 10+ | 7.0| 46.0| 31.0
*4 | KAKINOKI SHOGI 21+ | 14+ | 18+ | 15+ | 2+ 1- 3- 7+ | 8+ | 7.0| 45.0| 30.0
*5 | SHOCKY 3 7- | 17- | 11+ | 21+ | 14- | 16+ | 12+ | 19+ | 13+ | 6.0 | 36.5| 23.5
6 | EISEI MEIJIN 20+ | 2- | 14+ | 17+ | 13=| 3- 8+ | 9+ 1- | 565|475 21.0
7 | TANCHO 5+ 1- | 23+ | 9- | 12+ | 15+ | 13+ | 4- 2- | 5.0|485| 215
8 | KCC SHoaI 15- | 11- | 22+ | 19+ | 18+ | 9+ 6- 1+ 4- | 50| 425| 21.0
9 | GEKISASHI 14- | 21+ | 20+ | 7+ | 10+ | 8- 1- 6- | 11+ | 5.0| 425 | 20.0
10 | SOUGIN 13- | 16+ | 19+ | 23+ | O9- 2- | 14+ | 15+ | 3- [ 5.0| 405 17.0
11 | SAKURA 23- | 8+ 5- | 12+ | 20+ | 13- | 15+ | 18+ | 9- | 5.0 37.5| 20.0
12 | SAKASHITA SHOGI 18- | 22+ | 21+ | 11-| 7- | 17+| 5- | 16+ | 14+ | 5.0| 35.0| 16.0
13 | RYU NO TAMAGO 10+ | 24+ | 2- 3- = | 11+| 7- | 14+ | 5- | 45| 46,5 | 16.0
14 | SEKITA SHOGI 6 9+ 4- 6- | 18+ | 5+ | 20+ | 10- | 13- | 12- | 4.0| 44.0| 17.0
15 | TAKADA SHOGI 8+ | 23+ | 3- 4- | 17+ | 7- | 11- | 10- | 24+ | 4.0| 42.0| 13.0
16 | NAZOTEKI DENGI 24+ | 10- | 1- | 20+ | 23+ | 5- 2- | 12- |18+ | 4.0| 41.0| 10.0
17 | HYPER SHOGI 6 1- 5+ | 24+ | 6- | 15- | 12-| 18- | 22+ | 19+ | 4.0| 385 | 13.0
18 | MARUYAMA SHOGI | 12+ | 3- 4- | 14-| 8- | 23+ | 17+ | 11-| 16- | 3.0| 43.0| 11.0
19 | SPEAR 2- | 20-| 10- | 8- | 22+ | 24+ | 21+ | 5- | 17- | 3.0| 36.0| 6.0
20| S1.5 6- | 19+ | 9- | 16- | 11- | 14- | 22+ | 24- | 21+ | 3.0| 325| 7.0
21 | MARUDEN SHOGI 4- 9- | 12- | 5- | 24-| 22+ | 19- | 23+ | 20- | 2.0| 35.0| 4.0
22 | ISOBE SHOGI 3- | 12-| 8 | 24+ | 19-| 21-| 20- | 17- | 23+ | 2.0| 33.0| 4.0
23 | OQJRO 11+ | 15- | 7- | 10- | 16- | 18- | 24+ | 21- | 22- | 20| 32.0| 7.0
24 | YAMADA SHOGI 16- | 13- | 17- | 22- | 21+ | 19- | 23- | 20+ | 15- | 20| 285 | 5.0

Table 2: Resultsof the SecondQualificationRound.
* | S SHOGI, KAWABATA SHOGI, KFEND, KAKINOKI SHOGI andSHocKY 3 qualify for thefinals.

3. THE SECOND PRELIMINARY STAGE

The predictionsfor the secondpreliminary stage(late at night at the hotel barwith Jef andPauli) werethat
therewould notbemary surprises!S SHOGI, EISEl MEIJIN, KAKINOKI SHOGI andK CC would qualify for
thefinalslik e they haddonelastyear Theonly vacantspotwould probablybethe oneof SouGiN, whichlost
all gamesdn thefinal lastyear We would bevery wrong.

The secondday startedwith somebig upsetsasK CC lost both of its first two gamesagainstTAKADA SHOGI
andSAKURA. Neitherof thesetwo programswasexpectedto reachthe final, sotherewasclearly something
wrongwith the North Koreanprogram.Lastminutetesting(a cardinalsin) might have beenthereasorfor this
disastroustart. The secondoundalsosaw a surprisingdefeatof EISEI MEIJIN againstK AWABATA SHOGI.
KAWABATA SHOGI gotvery closeto qualifying for thefinalslastyear soit wasa candidatdor oneof thefive
qualificationtickets. Still, EISEl MEIJIN hada very goodresultlastyear (fourth place)andits programmer
Yoshimuraagainhadput a lot of work in the program.Furthermoreit alsoranon the fastesthardwarein the
tournamentA specialclocked-upprocessogave it astaggerindd50 MHz.

Fromround>5 the battlefor qualificationreally started.Thereweresomeinterestingmatch-upsasundefeated
IS SHOGI playedundefeated FEND andK AKINOKI SHOGI (alsowithoutaloss)playedK AWABATA SHOGI
(onelossagainst S SHOGI). IS SHOGI andKAKINOKI SHOGI won andwerenow very closeto qualification
for thefinals. A surprisingresultin the gamebetweenEIsEl MEIJIN andRYuU NO TAMAGO, which endedn
adraw by repetitionof moves.Becausef thisresultEISEl MEIJIN droppedo 3.5 pointsfrom five gamesand
wassuddenlyin alot of trouble,not having playedl S SHOGI andKAKINOKI SHOGI yet. At the otherendof
thetable,SHOCKY lostagainstSEKITA SHOGI anda 2-3 scoreafterfive roundsseemedo endall hopesof a
seconceuropearprogramin thefinals.

In round6 IS SHOGI beatK AKINOKI SHOGI to becomethe only undefeategprogram. Eventhoughseren
winswereneededo becertainof qualification,six wins would almostcertainlybe enoughwith the numberof
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strongopponentd S SHoGI hadplayed. KFEND joined KAKINOKI SHOGI in secondplacewith awin over
EISEl MENJIN, despiterunningon alaptopthatwasthreetimesslower. Theotherprogramswith agoodchance
of qualifying were KAWABATA SHOGI, TANCHO, KCC, GEKISASHI and SEKITA SHOGI, all with four wins
outof six games.

Fromround?7 the tournamenbecamea survival match. IS SHoGI madecertainof qualificationby beating
GEKIsAsHI. Eventhough GEKISAsHI still needsa lot of work, this might be the start of an interesting
rivalry, asboth programsare madeby studentsof the University of Tokyo, the mostprestigiousuniversityin

Japan KFEND continuedits strongperformancavith awin over KAKINOKI SHOGI. TANCHO alsowon and
EISel MEIJIN tookits lastchanceby beatingK CC. SEKITA SHOGI droppedrom theleadwith alossagainst
SOUGIN.

Round8 saw the recovery of KCC, beatingthe undefeated S SHoGI. With thatresult KCC took its last
qualificationchance KFEND lostto KAWABATA SHOGI, leaving both programswith a 6-2 score.They were
joinedby KAKINOKI SHOGI, which beatTANCHO. GEKISASHI lostits third gamein arow to endall hopes
of qualification.With oneroundleft to play, only IS SHoGI wascertainof qualification. KAKINOKI SHOGI,

KAWABATA SHOGI andKFEND werein avery goodpositionwith 6-2 scores.EISEl MEIJIN had5.5 points
andwasthe otherprogramwith its chancesn its own hands.The programawith threelossescould only win

andhopefor thebest. TANCHO, KCC andSouGIN wereprogramghatwereexpectedo competdor aspotin

thefinal, but thefinal programwith only threelossesvasabig surprise:SHock Y hadmanagedo climb from

the bottomof thetableto having an outsidechanceat qualification. Sofar, of the strongprogramsSHocK Y

hadonly met TANCHO (andlost), soif it would endwith the samescoreasary otherprogram,it would not
qualify becausef its low SOSpoints.

The pairing of the final round shoved thattherewasa problemwith the pairing systemusedin this tourna-
ment: IS SHOGI-EISEI MEIJIN, KAWABATA SHOGI-TANCHO, KFEND-SOUGIN, KAKINOKI SHOGI-KCC

andSHoOCKY-Ryu NO TAMAGO. Thiswasa very lucky outcomefor SHOCKY, asit meantanoutsidechance
of qualificationfor thefinal. If all five gameswould endin SHocKY’s favour (i.e. awin over Ryu NO TAM-

AGO andwins of | S SHOGI, KAWABATA SHOGI, KFEND andKAKINOKI SHOGI) SHOCKY would bein the
final astheonly programwith a6-3 scorelThisis exactly how it turnedout, eventhoughSHock Y hadaroller

coastegameagainstRyu NO TAMAGO beforeit finally won.

Pauli wasof coursethe happiesmanin the SheratorHotel atthatmoment probablyincludingthe couplethat
weregettingmarriedthatdayin the Sheratorchurchnext to thetournamenhall. EISel MEIJIN wasthevictim
of the pairing systemused,but Yoshimurawill have realisecthatif EISeEl MEIJIN would not have settledfor
adraw in the gameagainstRYu NO TAMAGO therewould have beenno problemin qualifying. The KCC
teamwill alsobe disappointedbut scoringonly five wins from nine gamescannot be expectedto sufiice for
qualification.

4. THE FINAL

DespitePauli’s obvious delight over qualification,Jef and| still could not stophim from trying to improve
his programeven on the eveningbeforethefinals. In partthis wasprobablyout of frustrationthata version
of SHocKY thatwashalf a yearold wasactuallyplaying betterthanthe latestversion. Jef wasalsoslowly
startingto feel the pressurebuilding up andwasnot feeling very confidentaboutthe rentedPC on which his
programwas running. The programmay be strong, but if the hardwarefails, thereis nothingyou cando.
SHOCKY and SHOTEST playeda final testgameon my 700MHz PC that Pauli would usein thefinal (about
twice asfastasthe laptophe had). SHOTEST won, but it wasa long gamethatlasteduntil aboutthreein the
morning. SHOTEST hada bug in receving movescombinedwith thinking in opponentstime, andthis must
have addeda little to Jef’s uneasinessTheresultsin testgamesagainstthe strongprogramsweregood, but
hardwareproblemsandsmallbugslik e thatdo not make for agoodnight's rest.

Predictionsaboutthe final asalwaysfocussedn KANAZAWA SHOGI, the programthatalmostalwayswins.
A safebet, basedon five previous tournamentvictories and three runnerup places. KANAZAWA SHOGI
was expectedto be challengedby formertournamentwinnersY SS and|S SHoGI. For me, SHOTEST and
KAKINOKI SHOGI weredarkhorsedo win thetournament.

Thefirst roundseemedo confirmthe prediction,asall of the programsmentionedvon, exceptfor SHOTEST,
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No | ProgramName 1 21 3|4]|5 6 7 | Pt| SB
1| ISSHOoGI 6+ |8+ | 3- |2+ |5+ | 4- |7+ |5 | 15
2| YSS10 8+ |5+ |6+ | 1-| 3- |7+ |4+ |5 |14
3 | KAWABATA SHOGI | 4- | 7- | 1+ |5+ | 2+ | 8+ | 6- | 4 | 16
4 | KANAZAWA SHOGI | 3+ | 6- | 5- |8+ | 7+ | 1+ | 2- | 4 | 13
5 | KAKINOKI SHOGI 7+ | 2- |4+ | 3- | 1- |6+ | 8+ |4 | 10
6 | KFEND 1- |4+ | 2- | 7- | 8- | 5-|3+|2 | 8
7 | SHOTEST 4.0 5- |3+ | 8 |6+ | 4-|2-]1-|2 |6
8 | SHoCcKY 3 2- | 1- |7+ | 4-|6+| 3-|5-12 |4

Table 3: Resultsof theFinal.

which lost a very goodpositionagainstK AKINOKI SHOGI. However, the secondroundsaw the first major
upsetas KFEND beatK ANAZAWA SHOGI. A secondonewasalmostaddedto this as SHOCKY camevery
closeto beatingl S SHOGI. |S SHOGI hadfounda 27 ply matefor SHoCcKy andalsosaw thattherewasno
way to defendagainstthat. To prolongthe game,it playeda checkthatcould be defendedn differentways
without changingthe matingsequenceHowever, SHOCKY hadno specialmatingsearchrandwasunavareof
whatwasgoingon. In the endit took the safestooking defenceagainstthe check,which wasthe only way
thatopenedanescapeaoutefor 1S SHOGI's king. Meanwhile,SHOTEST got the point backthatit hadlostin
thefirst round. KAWABATA SHOGI seemedo have aneasyvictory andevenmanagedo getacompletelysafe
king. However, insteadof trying to attackthe SHOTEST king, it keptmakingthe alreadysafeking saferand
safer In theend,KAWABATA SHOGI lostontime. Thiswasa big resultasit would turn out.

Thingsreally startedto heatup in roundthree. Only the gamebetweenY SS and K FEND wentaccordingto
expectationsas Y SS won. All the otherthreegamesweresurprises.|S SHOGI lostto KAWABATA SHOGI,
which it had beatenin the qualifications. KANAZAWA SHOGI lostto KAKINOKI SHOGI, suddenlymaking
anotherK ANAZAWA SHOGI tournamentvictory very uncertain. For me, the biggestupsetwas the win of
SHOCKY over SHOTEST. It wasthefirsttimein numerougestgameshatSHoCKY managedo beatSHOTEST,
but SHocky pickedtheperfecttimeto doso. A difficult sacrificeturnedoutto completelydestry SHOTEST'S
positionandeverythingwasdownhill from there. Thereweresomepeoplewho expectedSHOCK Y to loseall
gamessothis win wasvery importantfor Pauli to shav thatdespitehis lucky qualificationhe wasnot out of
placein thefinals.

Round4 saw thefall of thefinal undefeateghrogramasY SS lostto | S SHOGI. This roundalsosaw theother
favouritescatchingup asK ANAZAWA SHOGI beatSHOCKY andSHOTEST beatK FEND. This lastgamewas
notwithoutincident,asJef’sfearsabouthis hardwarebecamerue. The PCwasnotworking properlyandit
tookhim about30 minutesto getit to work again.His opponentvasvery courteousn patientlywaitingfor him
to finishinsteadof trying to claimthegame.A goodillustrationof theatmospheramongthe programmersn
thetournamentSHOTEST thenhadnot muchtroublebeatingK FEND, firstkilling all of theopponentsthreats
andthenevenall of the potentialthreatsbeforeactuallytrying to matethe king of the opponent.Katsumata
jokingly commentedhatit would beimpossibleto sellshogisoftwarethatmakesno attemptatbeingfriendly,
but just completelykills you. KFEND andSHOCKY wereno longertitle contendersvith threelossesput all
theotherprogramshadeverythingto play for.

In round5 KAWABATA SHOGI wasshawing its strengthagainby beatingY SS. KAWABATA SHOGI suddenly
hadbecomea big title favourite with consecutie wins againstl S SHOGI, KAKINOKI SHOGI and Y SS and
with the relatively easygamesagainstSHocKY and KFEND still to play. Of course,it neededhe help of
someotherprogramto beatl S SHoGI, theonly programwith only onelossafterround5. SHOTEST againwas
unableto beatK ANAZAWA SHOGI, andwill have to wait atleastanotheryearto becomehefirst non-Japanese
CSAchampion.

Round6 shaved how closethe championshipvasthis year KANAZAWA SHOGI completelyopenedup the
tournamentvith oneroundto play by beatingl S SHoGI. Joiningthesetwo programsn the leadwereY SS
(beatingSHOTEST) and KAWABATA SHOGI, defeatingSHOCKY. Thesefour programsall wentinto thefinal
roundwith achanceo win thetournament.

A little calculationshowved that despiteits bad 1-2 start, KANAZAWA SHOGI had the chancesn its own
hands. A win over Y SS in the final round would meananotherCSA crown for Kanazava. If Y SS would
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win, KAWABATA SHOGI could clinch a tournamentvictory with a win over lowly ranked KFEND. If both
KANAZAWA SHOGI and KAWABATA SHOGI would lose, IS SHOGI would be the winner if it would beat
SHOTEST. Y SScouldonly win if KAWABATA SHOGI andl S SHOGI would bothlose.Y SSwasthefirsttolose
its chanceafter SHOTEST endeda disappointingoerformancavith a crushingdefeatagainstil S SHoGI. Still,
acomputermprogramis notinfluencedby thesethingsandY SS playedto its full potentialto beatk ANAZAWA
SHoGI. This meantthatthe winnerwould be decidedin the gamebetweerK AWABATA SHOGI andK FEND.
It wasonly fitting thatthe tournamenendedwith a big upsetas KFEND beatK AWABATA SHOGI to make
IS SHoaI thewinnerof the 10th CSA tournament Runnerup honoursagainfor Y SS anda surprisingthird
placefor KAWABATA SHOGI. Kawabataseemedsery hapyy, but hewill think alittle aboutwhatcould have
been. KAWABATA SHOGI beatalmostall the top programs,but lost againsttwo programswith only two
wins. All otherprogramswill haveto try againfrom the qualificationnext year It will beatoughfight for the
five qualificationspots.The 11thCSA ShogiChampionshippromisego beveryinterestingvith KANAZAWA
SHoalI in thequalificationtournamenfor thefirsttime, joinedby thestrongK AKINOK1 SHOGI andSHOTEST.

5. THE PROGRAMS

IS Shogi: Thewinnerandeventhoughit wasvery close thiswastheright result. Losingagainst AWABATA
SHoail in thefinalswasan unexpectedglitch, shaving that1S SHoGI still hasroomfor improvement.
It will be alittle hardernext year sincethe teamwill againlose a memberas Kishimoto is giving
preferencdo aresearcltareerat the University of Alberta. Will the duo Tanaseand Goto getanother
onenext year?

YSS: Yamashitas alwaysvery relaxedandcheerful but beingrunnerup for thesecondyearin arow mustbe
alittle frustrating. At leasthefinally managedo beatSHOTEST afterlosingall of their previousthree
encountersitthe CSAtournamenty SSis expectedo be afavourite againnext year

Kawabata Shogi: Kawabatas programwasthe revelation of the tournament.It camewithin a whisker of
winning thetitle, despitethe lack of confidenceof the programmemwho did not evenbook a hotel for
Thursdaynight, expectingto be stoppedat the qualificationstage. Kawabatais a very good player
himself, oncebeingthe Kyoto representatie for the top amateurtournamentin Japanin his student
days. KAWABATA SHOGI haspotentialto win thetournamentandit will be very interestingto seeits
improvementnext year

Kanazawa Shogi: Kanazava would have won the tournamentagainif the Kanazava teamhad not made
the mistale of tuning the programfor an openingstratgy that could not handlethe anaguma well.
Theanagumas a defensive openingstratgyy thatwasusedby KAKINOKI SHOGI andKFEND in their
victoriesagainstK ANAZAWA SHOGI. After the openingpreferencavaschangedKANAZAWA SHOGI
almostcamebackto win. For thefirst time KANAZAWA SHOGI hasto play in the qualificationnext
year No doubtthatit will comethroughandhave a go atanothettitle. But thenagain,my predictions
areakissof death.

Kakinoki Shogi: It is hardto saysomethinggoodor badaboutK AKINOKI SHOGI thisyear Its performance
lacked colour, notlosingary gameghatit shouldhave won andnotwinning ary gamesagainsthetop
programs.| expecteda little moreafterthe tournamentvictory at the ShogiForum lastJune. Perhaps
Kakinoki needgo rethinkthe methodsusedin his programto have achanceof finally winningthe CSA
tournament.

KFEnd: KFEND hadaverygoodtournamentClearlyalow budgetprojectof thesingleprogramme/Arioka,
it beatprogramdike EISEl MEIJIN, KAKINOKI SHOGI andKANAZAWA SHOGI. Arioka canbe proud,
andhopefullyhewill have enoughfreetime to improve his programfor next year's tournament.

Shotest: The performanceof SHOTEST wasallittle disappointing.l honestlybelievedthatJef hada chance
to win the tournamentand he told me beforethe tournamenthat he felt that this years versionwas
muchmorestablethanlastyear’s SHOTEST. In theend,Jef hadto settlefor only two wins. Still, | think
thatthe luck thatlifted him to third placein the final roundof lastyear’s tournamentvaseveningout
thisyear He hadavery goodpositionagainstK AKINOKI SHOGI andit musthave beentoughto loseto
SHocKY afterwinning all previoustestgamesHowever, it is notin Jef’s characteto be disappointed
for longandl amsurethat SHOTEST will beverytoughto beatagainnext yeat
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Shocky: ThisyearSHOCKY wasthe programthatmanagedo getfrom the lowestqualificationgroupto the
finals. It wasclearto everyonethat SHocky wasvery lucky to bein thefinals. Thetournamensystem
failed to even out the strengthof the opponentsf eachprogram. Therefore,it wasvery importantto
Paulito shav thathedeseredto bein thefinal despitetherelatively weakoppositionin thequalification.
WinsagainstSHOTEST andK FEND shavedthatSHOCKY is astrongprogramandanew Europearrival
for SHOTEST. | wonderif Jef andPauli will sharethe samehotelroomagainnext year

6. CONCLUSIONS

After yearsof steadyimprovementin playing strength,l had the distinct feeling that therewas not much
progresssince last years tournament. Both the secondqualificationround and the final were very close,
indicatingthatthe programsgust below the traditionaltop are catchingup. Half of the programsin thefinal
still hada chanceto win the tournamentat the startof the final round. Anotherindicationthat progresss
slowing down is theimportanceof openingstratgly. KAWABATA SHOGI, KFEND andKAKINOKI SHOG! all
hadspecialisedn the anaguma, whichis a defensve openingstratey thatis hardto win against.This turned
outto bethemainreasorthat K ANAZAWA SHOGI did notwin thetournamenthistime.

Still, thereis hopefor somethingelsethan mamginal improvements. KFEND shaved that even on a slow
machineit is possibleto make a high performancerogram.| sincerelyhopethatthis will alsobe visible in
the otherprogramsnext yearandthatthe currentlack of majorimprovementds not a brick wall, but a small
bumpin theroadto theultimategoal of beatingthe strongeshumanplayers.



